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“Baptism”

. Introduction

"Most Westerners take baptism for granted, but for many in the world the act
requires immense courage. In countries like Nepal it once meant imprisonment.
For Soviet or Chinese or Eastern bloc believers, it was like signing their own
death warrant.” Chuck Colson

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God," (Romans 3:23)

"For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes." (1 Corinthians 11:26)

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit," (Matthew 28:19)

Il. The SIGNIFICANCE of Baptism

lll. The EXAMPLE of Baptism

" Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John
tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went
up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.™ (Matthew 3:13-17)

IV. The COMMAND of Baptism

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”™ (Matthew 28:19-20)



V. Significance of PUBLIC PROFESSION

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled by men. “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be
hidden." (Matthew 5:13-14)

| want to remind you that Christianity is about a personal relationship with
Jesus — but it is not a private thing. Christianity is very public.

"Do everything readily and cheerfully—no bickering, no second-guessing
allowed! Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this squalid
and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse of good living and of the
living God. Carry the light-giving Message into the night so I'll have good cause
to be proud of you on the day that Christ returns. You'll be living proof that | didn’t
go to all this work for nothing. " (Philippians 2:14-16, The Message)

VI. Two key QUESTIONS regarding Baptism
1. Who should be BAPTISED?

2. HOW should I be baptized?

"As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t | be baptized?” And he gave orders
to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water
and Philip baptized him." (Acts 8:36-38)

"Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River."
(Matthew 3:6)

"So what are you waiting for? Get up and get yourself baptized, scrubbed

clean of those sins and personally acquainted with God.”
(Acts 22:16, The Message)



